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OPENING DJ ror

GWEN STEFANI / IMAGINE DRAGONS / THE ROOTS

LADY A/ TONY BENNETT / SNOOP DOGG / HIATUS KAIYOTE

DE LA SOUL / DAMIAN MARLEY / MICHAEL BUBLE / SEAN PAUL
THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE / MAYER HAWTHORNE / TWO DOOR CINEMA CLUB
JAZZY JEFF / EAGELS OF DEATH METAL / BILLY IDOL
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Boundary-breaking music pro Bree
Del.anc on why she can't stop,
won't stop her love affair with Vegas.

By Emmy Kiisten

Long before the days of #girlpower, in fact even
before hashrags were a thing, Bree DeLano, aka
D88, was determined to add a woman's touch

1o the male-dominared world of Las V
nightlif
potential
took the ultimate gamble and packed up her
L.A. existence to start a D] carcer at age 37.

Secing nothing but “a magnitude of
for females in the industry, DeLano

“When | arrived in 2006, there were only one
or two female DJs at the time, and they were
tucked away in small lounges or bars. There
were no leading female resident DJs anywhere
on the Strip,” Delano wanted to change all
that. “I made it my goal to be not only the
first, but to pave way for women to contribute

their individual style, grace and power to the

cmerging landscape,” she says. With her innate
hustle and passion for music, it wasn't long
before DJ88 was a fixture at every high-end
fashion event whike juggling multiple residencies
in major nightlife venues. One of the hot spots
she left her mark on was the Palms, where she
was the resident D] for
With the relaunch of the Palms this year, she
reflects fondly on her four years there. “The

Snitch” at Ghostbar

Palms will always have a special place in my
heart.” she says. Delano still remains a fashion
industry favorite, and since her move back to
LA last year, she is continuing to consult as a
music director/curator and has been back and
forth to Vegas 20 times to D] top-tier events
such as the Power of Love Gala last month

and Vegas'15th-anniversary celcbration this

month. With so many Sin City gigs, can we

expect her to move back anytime soon? *T ne

say never,” she says. “Ve

s is, and will glyays
be, my second home. This is where I buile me.
DJ brand and cultivated so many extensions

of my carcer in music and evenes. It js a deep,
complex relationship that I will alwiys cherish.”

v,

S
5

T BY SHANE CrNEAL MAKELP BY SALVADOR ALISIC FOR KELLY CANDEMAS SALON



VIAGE / possier by NATA

BRILLIANTLY MAST
DJ 88 IS BUILDING A

shall voalerlond

LIE HOLBROOK by MIKE ROSENTHAL
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woman who never lea

Becry and a large cup of

without her

common sense.

rresidencies  she'dbe the one on decks, but rather behind

and GhostEar,
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TheDJ88Top 5§

Top Producers:
Dilla, Premiers

Favorite brands:
McQueen, Lanvin

Most loved artists:
Biggle, Little Dragon

Theme songs:
“None of Dem” by Rebyn; *I Ain't
Joke” by Eric B. and Rakim

On the tube:
Style Channel, HGTV, E!

“m that much of a (music junkie). My
life has a soundtrack, every moment
has a song playing in my head.”

Her Daily Top 5

Morning:
Sound of the coffee maker

Work Out:

“Dance Bitch” mixtape series
Day:

Little Brother, De La Soul. Tribe,
Jimmy Abney

Getting Ready:
The Black Keys, “Howling For You"

Bed:
The sound of HGTV in the background



DJ and Brand and
Entertainment Director at
Insert Coin(s)

HOMETOWN: Los Angeles
YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY: 10

For DeLano, better known by her moniker D}88, her

experience is an advint

nated by young men. Not only d
help her book gigs that showcase a varie
ol

into other

ands, she’s got the busi;

savvy to parkay it

opportunities. Case in point: landing 1he

entertainment director position at Insert Cains)

After joining the venue’s D rotation three years ago,

she now uses her 10 year experience in Los Angel

New York's music ine

o nar

DJs such a5 Adam 12 10 assisting Tina Davis of Def
team of DJs that is fresh and

And considering Do

Jam—to *put toge

new and untainted. ntown

was her playground when she first I Vegas
nine years ago [she previously held cowrt at Down
town Cocktail Room and The Griffin), she knows

» different
ages, different lifestyles, different tastes in music

etting it right in DTLY. "You h.
u'rea Df in

tion.” Beyond nightlife, she curates music for seve

what it takes. “You have to accommoda

DeLano says of g

work 20 times harder when yo that pe

3s and high-end boutiques, as well
srporate clients such as Moet Chandon and

fu Soleil: She also recently became the music
al TV station FOX 5

Cirque

correspondent for k

+“I'm a single mother. 1 tip my

le mother out there.” In addi

the help of her mother, she says, "My

nd is an incredible man a NESOIE

father, and we co-parent brilliantly together

BOYS' CLUB:
female D]’ DeLar

when she started few wome

1 never really Inoked at it as |

sy, althouggh she not

& being hire

1 find that it's cooler to create your own lane

become  brand and make a name for yoursel

rather than just being a chick at a random cu

HOW THE LADIES PLAY:
club kid,” DeLay

ays
nd the D] boot!
I'm cooki

PHOTOGRAPHY JON EST

to our Tastemakers, y'all can cut it out
now. A nightclub is not a rave, and
layering multiple obnoxious neon
garments really shouldn't be done
outside of a costume party. Oh, but
on Wednesdays, we still wear pink

BEST HEADLINER
RESIDENT DJ

Choosy Tastemakers choose ..
Calvin Harris! The Grammy winner,
Hakkasan resident and Forbes” highest
paid DJ for the last two years was also
the first artist to place three tracks
on Billboard’s Top 10 simultaneously.
Yes, the Scottish D] has some solid
credentials to back up his status as a
crowd favorite. And he’s pretty much
guaranteed to sell out the house for
every one of his performances. So, it's
no wonder the clubs love him, too.

BEST LOCAL
RESIDENT DJ

In addition to being a crowd-
bouncing open-format DJ,
Bree DeLano (a.k.a. DJ88) is
the brand and entertainment
director at Insert Coini{s) on g
Fremont Street. Under DJ88's .

direction, and with her dope
'ml OURCTY

|
ste 01 1he Mediterrarean

| Judas Priest Rocks Bn

sounds, the video-game-themed
bar has successfully kept up with
all of the new kids to move onto
the block over the last few years
In addition to a fair amount of
travel gigs, D]88 plays at her
home venue on the regular,
making Downtown even more
of a Tastemaker destination.

Calvin Harris.

fSTry's 17 Most Valuble Players
106 Insiders chaos2 e bist of e begof e Les Wimapair;

Gelehramamenlgmcluh



THIS WEEK IN YOUR BATY
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NIGHTLIFE
AWARDS

['he best of the « 1y
alter dark!

BEST FEMALED)

L ‘\' = throne. Unfailingly stunning and stylish, DJ88
o \ 33 (a.k.a. Bree Cohen) could easily be mistaken for a
IR N trend-setting patron at the club and not its DJ, but
BTN OF THE VEGAS NGHTCLUS believe us when we say she has chops. The list of
e dance floors that 88 has conducted includes events

Bacx 10 Utoges and beysnd

Step aside, amateurs. A queen fox has claimed her

for Alexander McQueen, The New Yorker and Miami
Fashion Week. The Los Angeles native is praised
for her eclectic custom playlists (check them out on
IAmD]J88.com) and has curated soundtracks for
restaurants such as La Cave at the Wynn, NONE

| > % A

Shé’s érafty
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Seyle bemms Diancs Juggry mul

»
Steakhouse and Nove Italiano in the Palms. The : 0 Nevwtia Weaeisn

current resident at Hyde Bellagio (beginning New
year’s Eve), Marquee, Insert Coinis) and L.As Bar
Marmont has a heart as powerful as her soulful
music collection. Over the years the petite pitbull
enthusiast (she has three rescue pitbulls) has raised
more than $40,000 for various animal-rescue
groups. Style, innovation and lots of tender, lovin®
care what more could we ask from Vegas’ best

female DJ?

————
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As one of a handful of female
DJs, Bree Cohen is breaking
boundaries. .. in style.

DON'T LET the nails fool you; the Jady can
veryone always asks how the hell T D]
)" says Bree Cohen, aka DJ 88,

nails border on ridicu

& ng.
Dolly Parton snswer: Tm just used to it.” Cohen's

also used to tuming heads. A tll, rocker k

ek

outwith & shiny dark bob, anmloads of tattoos and
ied ensembles, Cohen has been an the Las

, having
from her ¢

California, five years

Hollywood,

ane of her pe

got a thing for

loose on some of the hip,
US. “I pride myself
i what defines a solid DJ; i's all about the song

stparties in the Western

versatile, That to me

nd how you put them together.”

be said of ber look. She sports

dly soft and feminine. bu

r cutting edge and haute couture homeg

with ali 1'tmess with me, buddy™ thrown in

Apropos, since the competitive DJ world is easily

a multimilbon dollar business in Las Vegas
C

hen is one of the few wor mak

Wednesday ni
down to con
yourself, whatever your pessonal style. s good

tor the soul, and it keeps you young.”

MY STYLE GURU: “My best friend,
Nevena, is probably the most
stylish girl Iknow. She owns Cruve
boutique {in LA, South Beach and
New Yark's Soho); my favorite,
period. Also, my mothe

vays
encouraged my self-expression, 1

credit her for my fashion sense.”

MY PERSONAL STYLE: “I've

been a chameleon.”

MY HOBBIES: “I'oiy a choset mtise. |
haven't painted in a few yeass because
L've been so focused on Dfing, but

T plan on picking it back up. 'm
aStewartes,
sdien

actually quite the Mar

believe it oc not. [ cook qus
and have moathly

dirmes parties,”

MY FRAGRANCE: “Kai
Bameys New York

carries it. | use the

oil 105 raveHriendly;
T don't leave home
without st.”

MY G0-T0 PIECES: “Curve cam

soles, which T wear under almost MY CHARITY: “Sundiay m the Valley -

everything, they'r

s a chanty event ! created. It's 2

make me feel beauttful. A

shoppinginspired fandruiser that

mm Funk Essentials Imr-r} helps animal adoption and re
er, my Metal De
\(.u Miu Fatrap heels. my Br

) awareness.”

Zoe

hiceo diamond ring * chain necklace that carries my par. | |

old-diamond

ents’ wed ring, a

MY NAILS: “T've hiad aver-the-top nameplate and two vintage gun
nals since high school. It's always triggers; my BlackBerry Bol

been my signature thing In Vegss,  1Pod Touch: my record collection;
Thve by Wild Orchid Nails & Spa. my Guscci monogram vinyl blue and
where Sindy, the owner, does my gray handbag; and two pamtings 1

did, one of K
happen, ) . of Biggie Smalls.”

s and the other

nadls. [

metallic gold talons, I've done itall *

MY LOVES: “Music and animals / ‘/

Next tomy gorgeous daughter, - =i
Jaxom, who's almost two, of course - l‘
Talso have three rescue pit bulls, S v
and | campaign quite vigorously ta v
educate people on just how incred
ibly layal and gentle the breed is J 4 [
ratarally: (} )
re QX cse AN Lakew

snakeskin boots and my two finger MY TREASURES: “My Tiffany & Co. . a

MY TUNES: “T'tn &

hiphop laver, especially 80s and

soul wnd

05 New York hip hop; that's my

personal passion, But to keep

introducing people to new
misces all the time and | put them on
my website (tomdj88.com. They're
al different genres: choose your

potson.”

MY CHIC SECRET:

the lesstsmore theory,”

Seay away from

-
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* Al » stint in tresic management and peoducting,
Hree Delano goe her start as an open-format IJ & LA,
Toadary, D HK oo bevs puing stroeg foe 5 peaes, soven of
which have boen In Las Vegas. She's fiso enmectainment and
marketisg Srecsoe— and & resident DJ -t Tnseet Coinds)
which celebrates its second anniversary this Friday

How i3 the Dowmown Las Vegas scene tresting you? It's
Do uoe of the best experienoes of my carver, hands doun
Ive been able 30 book Ds and wrrises thae may sot be able
1o play the Serip, becmse # juse doeet S0 within e, yos
ko, soet of pee-dimensional lane that a kot of the langer
rgtec bal rioedd t weay in i pay the belle and sttract se aadi-
ence of tourists, There are o boe of music lovers in Las Vepe
wha want @ experioecs sonwthisg dfermnt, and 2 Jot of the
s and arvirs we've had at 1C. thend's oo wiy they'd be able
10 play sy of these rocawe-they'ne just o0 b

How'd o recant vides stoot o 1w nicr (o do
someshing creacive like w0 artsy film
e hlack-sad-whito thing for o of the mises
1 did. Very coal to ereate samething veau sy that
#oes slong with the mis B complersnis it per

feoctly. 1t was time for me to ges somethin
that shows why my beand is differem tam
other DJs ard other female DJs

Wirat do you mean when you specty
“other DUs and other Semale 0367

Well, I'm a DU .. 1 jus o happen
10 b 3 fermale. P'm mot mspboing
sbout some bea-burning sh*t righe

ot

now, but pecple shways send to put
[female D8] in & completely o
forsnt categeey. A Jot of female D
are jest straightep markeong sort
of just actevsses. Thero aro w hasulful of
really grear omes, dut noc muny than are i
versatile 1 T would lke. But there aro 2 ot
of sh*ity guys out there, oo Jus becoss
the market has beoome 3o pvar-saturatad

28 LATVISASWEERLYCOM #3030

DJ 88 on female DJs, dumbed-down music and open format's rise

I thermuches a DJ sed for
et hooked % (1) depending on who they keow
Every day there ane sww subgenres, so 10 be & true
open-foemat D, you have to be really strong in all s
ouries. “DJ” & s werd that's boen dikaed quite & hit
Vegas ks peobably responsible for o loe of that just
bevause of the nightclud scese.

Andd wivy Is that hegpesing® The art ks sort of bees
dumbed-down with easy access to techmology, the
Intorset, and muex being o eanily scoessitde, and the
allure that comes with belng 2 D ned how nighclife has
vart of tursed DUs isto colubeition. lvwrybody wants s
be one now. There are o lot of DIy that have come cut of
the incobwtir wary too soun, without putting = the work.

S0, m Up-and coming opes formed DU doestt mant 1o end
Up 2 hack. How do they sarn thelr stripes? 1t's & matter of
putting yosarsches in the right company sed studying wnl
fyurtng o what you ware your divideal style
Being o true open-foemat DJ 3 o Sflicult tok, e it
takees vonrs and vears o get to the polst where you feed
Tikw yeu can tackle any kdnd of rocen. 1 really beliove
10 sdowly bt surely staer squaling the
M B 2t sigechab
7¢'s ging to be a change coming scon
It oot all bouse wwsic saysson: Those
peuple that ere open format, oc want to be,
el %0 wiop it wp rig
oing o be go-time scon. It's a sclence
yra ntudy %, you I it and you love i

forge Latmador

thar s ping

popularicy §

Listen % D) B3 of mbncrate comviglieincity

TWO-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Nadestrom,

cocktall, courtesy
of Fleming’s

=¥ How aboul & seperslm
ple cocktad perfect for that
PG SUmmer ramancs?

Femings Prime Steas
house & Wine Bar offirs SO
Shades of Rose (5100 Named
Al ooe of the Botlest POP.
cufture phenomenons of the
dochse (rumer even has & a
blockbuster movie is in the
works), this |ation & an of
fervescent sex bomb.

Sweet crange et melon
from Lilet Rose, witd eider
Bown: from SE-German
and dedcate tresh raspbes-
rhes combine foe an aphro-
dislac oroma that iives wp to
s naeme

Served b 3 covpe
Glass—which, lagene has it,
wars modeled after Mano
ATALNINs DIROM —and
only 99 cafories, this cockall
I8 ingdgest in W D ight
warys and none of the wrong
enes) -Sabvio Chapviae

RECIPE.
2 oz Libet Rost
% ax St-German

soda
Tangitwrry (garmish)

© Add Ingradients (o & mixkg
Qhass with ice. St and sain
I canagm glass. Top weth
sphash of s0da and gamisn
WIth rasgtmiry

m—

—
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